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Heavy  liabilities,  rather.   And  when  the
defaulted, that broke the bank completely."         __^

" Don't forget their 1914 equipment and horse-.
drawn transport.   What chance had they from the
start ? " interposed the Major.

" Perhaps not. . . . Still ..." said the subaltern,
trying to preserve a balance of fairness in the midst
of his bitterness. " But the chief point is that when-
ever it came to a straight fight between us and the
Germans, we held them. And that's putting it
modestly."

'' Oh, I agree. Man to man, the British soldier proved
he had nothing to fear by comparison with the German.
That's the one cheerful feature in the whole dismal
business. I've no doubts on that score, and from my
own experience I'll tell you why."

The Major gingerly settled his sore feet on a vacant
chair.

"After my battalion withdrew through Menin we
were ordered to make a stand on the lower edge of
the Messines Ridge. You know the locality, 1 expect.
Mount Kemmel, with the church on top, sticking up
behind. In front nothing but flat beet fields with the
Lys wandering in the centre. It was night when we
arrived, and we dug in on the forward slope. We
had a three thousand yards front to hold, and as the
battalion had been knocked about a bit on the Escaut
we couldn't populate it as densely as I'd have liked.
In fact, the line was devilish thin. I sincerely hoped
that whatever was going to hit us wouldn't be tanks.

" It wasn't. When morning broke a heavy force of
mechanised infantry attacked us. I should think they
outnumbered us by about three to one. A lot of
desultory firing continued for a few hours all along
the line. Except on the left flank, which C-company
was holding. Here the fire grew in intensity, and, in

ii